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O Introduction of the Korean Society of Biomechanics[

Korea Institute of Science and Technology,

Biomechanics was not a popular research topic
before 1990's in Korea, and only a few researches on
biomechanics had been performed in the academia. In
the mid 90's, researchers who studied biomechanics in
the western countries returned to Korea, and efforts to
promote the research in the fields of biomechanics were
made among the biomechanical engineers in the
universities and the research ingtitutes. About twenty
researchers initiated the Korea Biomechanics Research
Group (KBRG) in 1997, and meetings and conferences
were regularly held since then. The research topicsin the
members of KBRG were mainly bone and cartilage
biomechanics, rehabilitation engineering and
cardiovascular  biomechanics. The KBRG were
financially supported by Korea Research Foundation for
promoting cooperative biomechanics researches in
Korea

Korean Society for Precision Engineering (KSPE)
founded the division of biomechanical engineering in
2003, and invited the members of KBRG to serve as
members of the division. Most of KBRG members have
served actively as members of the division of
biomechanical engineering, and involved in various
society activities such as organizing the annual
conferences of KSPE and journal publication.

In order to facilitate the cooperative activities of the
people who are involved in biomechanical researches in
academia and industry in Korea, Korean Society of
Biomechanics was inaugurated in 2007 with the support
of the members of KBRG. The mission of KSB is to
promote the study of various fields of biomechanics and
the interdisciplinary research works in Korea as well as
to encourage international cooperation including
dissemination of knowledge and formation of liaisons
with national organizations. The society membership
includes engineers, scientist, and medical doctors from a
variety of disciplines including orthopedic biomechanics,
rehabilitation engineering, cardiovascular bioengineering,
ergonomics, cellular  engineering, micro / nano
engineering and others. Currently, there are
approximately over 50 professor members and 150
student members actively participating.

Professor Gon Khang in Kyung Hee University
inaugurated as the president, and | have been served as

15

Kuiwon Cho1

the president since 2007. The fields of biomechanical
research have been diversified, and the number of
researchers has been increasing recently in Korea. KSB
tried to accommodate new members by providing the
forum for discussion. We organized the division of
biomechanical engineering in the 2011 KSPE spring
conference and 87 papers were presented. We aso
organized the workshop for the specific subjects with
high state of the art technology in June 2011, and invited
the young investigators to introduce their research
activities to the members.

Since Dr. Kuiwon Choi in Korea Ingtitute of Science
and Technology became the 2™ president, KSB has
focused on international cooperation in order to advertise
KSB to world Biomechanics society. Last year, Dr. Choi
and members of KSB visited the editor in chief and the
associate editor of JBSE, and discussed about the
cooperation of KSB and the bioengineering division of
JSME. Both parties agreed to publish the specia joint
issue of JSME and KSB, and the memorandum of joint
publication was signed. The first joint issue was finally
published in June, 2011. The topic covers a wide range
of biomechanical engineering areas including bone and
cell biomechanics, rehabilitation, and bio-robotics. All
the members of KSB would like to express profound
gratitude to al contributors for the special issues and the
editorial board members of JBSE. The cooperative
efforts between JISME and KSB should be beneficial for
both parties and further collaborations would be expected
in near future.

oo0oooooooa

Kuiwon Choi, Ph.D.
Director-General,

Biomedical Research Institute

Korea Institute of Science and
Technology
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