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Staying in University of Tokyo as a Foreign Student

iz _ ' Per Kjellgren
' University of Tokyo, Yagawa Laboratory

I came to Japan as a Monbusho Scholarship
recipient in October 1991, Just after the grad -
uation from The Royal Institute of Technolo -
gy, Stockholm, Sweden. After becoming 22
years old, it was possible for me to enter the
Ph.D. course, which I entered in April 1992.
Since then I have been doing research on CFD
(Computational Fluid Dynamics), especially
turbulent flow.

I do not have so much experience or knowl -
edge about research neither in Japan nor in
my home country, Sweden. However, I would
still like to give some personal views about
the research in Japan.

Let me first start by saying that I am quite
impressed by the widespread knowledge of
and experience with computers among the
Japanese students, no matter of what area
they are specializing in. The Europeans usu -
ally have a good knowledge of computer sys -
tems only if they are specializing in computer
science. This, together with the widespread
knowledge of supercomputing, i.e. parallel
computing, and the easy access to supercom -
puters, make my stay in Japan as a foreign
researcher a very good opportunity to im-
prove my knowledge about advanced comput -

ing.

The aggressive efforts to advance new tech -
nologies such as artificial intelligence, fuzzy
theory etc. which can be seen in many
Japanese research laboratories (e.g. Yagawa
lab.) are also very interesting.

Generally speaking, the Japanese research
seems to be very broad; it is not so easy to
find a researcher or a research group in Eu-
rope which have know - how of such different
areas as Finite Element Methods, Neural
Networks, Fuzzy Theory, Parallel process -
ing, Fracture mechanics, Computational Flu -
id Mechanics ete. This broad knowledge base
might be one of the reasons why Japanese
companies are so fast in applying new tech -
niques and coming from idea to product.

It is sometimes said that the research at uni-
versities in Japan has to be more internation -
alized. Looking at the Ph.D. students in Prof.
Yagawa’'s lab., where I am studying, I be-
lieve they are much more internationalized
than their counterparts in Europe or in
America. Practically all Ph.D. students in
Prof. Yagawa’s lab. have spent almost a year
of their studies in America or Europe. How -
ever, generally speaking, it is true that the
language problem is still big hinder against
further internationalization. I hope that
Japanese will improve their English, and also
that more foreigners will learn to handle
Japanese.
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