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Impressions on the Joint [ oy
Meeting of 2003 JSAE ;
and SAE International
Spring Fuels and
Lubricants Meeting,
Yokohama

Christopher P. Thomas N

(DaimlerChrysler) =y
My good friend Professor Nishida from

Hiroshima University asked that | share my
impressions on the recent joint meeting of
JSAE and SAE Spring Fuels and Lubricants
meeting. As both an organizer and participant,
I will share my views of the meeting and the
benefits of SAE. However, one can not share
the impressions of the meeting and exhibition
without first sharing my impressions of Japan
and the people.

It had been eight years since | last traveled
to Japan, and | was once again reminded what a
delightful country Japan is. On my previous
trip, | traveled with five coworkers, one of
whom had lived in Japan for several years, so
traveling within the country was not an issue.
During this trip | spent thirteen days in five
different cities, and | was alone. This meant
that | had to rely on the Japanese people for
any help, and | learned exactly how helpful and
friendly the people are. Of course there were
several occasions where | had to ask directions,
but there were numerous occasions where
people started talking to me on a train, in a
station, or in a restaurant. People were
genuinely interested in why | was in Japan, as
well as wanting to practice their English. On
one occasion | was looking for an automatic
teller machine (ATM), and | asked for directions
in a department store. The staff was so helpful
that at one point | had eight members of the
staff trying to find an ATM that could accept a
US credit card. On another occasion | asked a
couple for directions. They said they were in a
hurry but solicited another couple, who
happened to be walking by, to walk with me
and show me the way to the station. It is
unlikely that either of these examples would
have occurred in the US or Europe. My
impression of Japan has changed from positive,



to a place where | would like to work for an
assignment, and | would warmly welcome a
return trip.

Organizing this session at the Spring Fuels
and Lubricants was probably the easiest one
that | have organized, because it was probably
the most well run. There were three co-
organizers for each session that handled the
submission of papers from Asia, Europe, and
North America respectively. Spreading the
work by geographic region makes sense. Often,
even though there are multiple organizers, one
organizer does most or all of the work.

While | can speak several languages well
enough to be understood as well as comprehend
general conversation, | only speak my native
tongue well enough to make a technical
presentation and answer questions. | was
generally impressed with the level of language
skills, both written and oral, of all of the
participants, especially those who were
presenting in a foreign language.
several awards for outstanding presentations
that were made to non-native English speaking
presenters. Perhaps it is evolution in the use of
Microsoft's Power Point or perhaps it is the
addition of SAE presentation guidelines, but all
the presentations maintained the trend of
increasing quality.

The use of daily keynote speakers was
introduced at the Fall 2002 SAE Power Train
and Fluids conference in San Diego. While all of
the speakers were excellent, 1 knew several of
the keynote speakers personally, and | was
familiar with their research or topics of
discussion. In Japan, the speakers spoke on
areas outside my areas of expertise; educating
me and many others on topics ranging from the
future of power train technology in Asia to the
future of fuels in Europe. This format is very
beneficial, and | hope the use of keynote
speakers continues.

The exhibition appeared to be more focused
and technically oriented than the exhibition at
SAE Congress. | found myself stopping at
many of the exhibitors and spending ten to
fifteen minutes discussing technical details. In
general, the staff at each booth was intimately

There were
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familiar with their products. They were able to
answer questions; they were not just
salespeople. One day was hardly enough time
to adequately visit all of the booths.

One of the biggest benefits of SAE, which is
also one of the hardest benefits to quantify, is
the networking and building of professional
relationships. My personal assessment is that
50% of the benefit of attending an SAE function
is the technical information that is conveyed
during the presentations and the ability to have
the presenter answer questions. The other 50%
of the benefit of attending an SAE event comes
from the professional relationships that are
cultivated during the receptions and events.
These relationships facilitate business since |
have met the engineer, researcher, professor,
government official, or supplier, and |
understand their capabilities or views. When
an opportunity for improvement arises, | know
which university, consultant, or supplier has the
knowledge or capabilities to assist my company
with the issue.

The joint meeting of JSSAE and SAE Spring
Fuels and Lubricants meeting was a great
success by any quantifiable means. There were
554 participants at the technical sessions where
229 papers were presented. Over 200 people
participated in the workshops and even more
attended the keynote speeches. However, for
me it was an opportunity to experience the
culture of Japan, gain technical insights both
within my areas of expertise and beyond, and
further develop existing professional
relationships as well as develop some new ones.
All these reasons made this conference a great
success.
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The Need for International Scientific
Cooperation
A Romanian Point of View

Valentin A. Soloiu

(Senior Lecturer, The Polytechnic
University of Bucharest, Romania)
(0oooooooo)

For some would be very hard to believe that
for very many years the only access to first
hand information in the field of IC Engines in
Romania was through papers. No visits or very
seldom were allowed abroad, no joint research,
no conference attending.

Nevertheless a few researchers and
professors struggled to keep this field alive like



in a nutshell. From the older generation the
names of Prof. Baranescu, Arama and Taraza
are the best known in the field of IC Engines in
Romania.

They started and developed courses in new
fields: Engine thermodynamics, Engine fuelling,
Engine Dynamics and Vibrations. They did a
great service to their country Romania, forming
new generations of scientists at the highest
level within the given conditions.

After the Iron Curtain fall in Europe, in
Romania, (as most of the former socialist
countries in Central Europe) due to the
economic slump in the economy, many
scientists and researchers migrated in the more
lucrative business sector. The state owned
enterprises that supported research by an
imposed quota of their profits disappeared by
privatization. The new small size private
companies were not willing to support research
and took licenses for their products for abroad.

For those few Romanian scientists that
stayed in their passion with the IC Engines a
new type of professional challenge emerged
again. They struggle today, to develop
international joint projects, to get founding for
their research & studies and books, to support
conferences and professional meetings.

This has a great impact on their
achievements. Their competitiveness is now
connected to international performance. They
are again in the world knowledge flux, learning
from the most experienced and advanced in the
field. Names like: Nishiwaki, Yoshihara, Hiraoka,
Nishida, Tomita, Senda are not on a paper
anymore. They share with us their knowledge,
their expertise.

As it is well known in the recent years,
worldwide, the mechanical engineering students
intake and in particular in IC Engines is in
decline. The facts are well documented.
Compared to the generations 20-30 years ago
the present young generation has many
temptations to cope with: mobile phones,
internet, video games, cars and part time jobs.
The study time is diminished accordingly. The
thermal engine itself is at stake. After 250 years
of development, the pressure from new type of

0 140

energy conversion machines is increasingly
high.

From the Romanian scientists perspective (in
their 40's) this is the challenging time of growth.
The joint research projects and papers, lab
visits and conference participation, develop
scientific knowledge, skills and techniques. Very
modern non-intrusive investigation laser
systems, rapid compression-expansion machines
and ultra performant gas analyzers are
available in the Japanese visited labs. These
high technology & hardware are learned at first
hand and the knowledge passed to the young
Romanian undergraduate, master and Ph.D.
students in the field of IC Engines. This has a
great impact in catalyzing the interest of the
new generation towards the field of IC Engines.

Highly qualified professors with international
IC engine experience are needed in Romania
more than ever. Only them are able to keep the
student's interest and passion for the IC
Engines strong. We are proud and grateful to
work with the Japanese assistance to keep this
small group working.
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