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Think Locally, Work Globally,
Talk Internationally

HORIBA Instruments Inc.,
Ann arbor, MI, USA

Rahman Montajir

It is my great pleasure to write to the Japan
Society of Mechanical Engineering, Engine System
News Letter. I would like to share my personal
and professional life with the readers rather than
unlikely technical vague. Before moving into the
main story readers are requested to keep in mind
that this article is not for readers who are
significantly international. This is only for readers
those who are less or not international but
interested in taste of international life. At the
beginning let me briefly introduce myself. I born
and completed my engineering graduation in
Bangladesh and post graduate in Japan. After
completion of my post graduate education, I
started my career with the National Traffic Safety
and Environment Laboratory (Tokyo) in 2001.
After that I have been working with HORIBA
Ltd. (Kyoto) since 2005.

Due to my foreign study and professional duties I
have traveled to many countries, and went in
touch with many people. As a result I could learn
many different cultures and different languages.
Due to my place of birth I learnt “Bengali” as my
mother language. When I went to school the
teachers taught me “English” which I disliked
very much. Due to my religion, the religious
teachers taught me “Arabic” . Due to the
historical and regional exchange (SARC: South
Asian Regional Cooperation), naturally I learnt
“Hindi” and “Urdu” (limited to speaking and
listening).

I have been assigned by my company to work in
Ann Arbor, MI, USA from 2012. Due to some
personal like and dislike, we have decided to live
in Windsor, a small town of south Ontario, Canada.
This town basically is separated from Detroit by a
river and just 50 minute drive from my office. For
reader’ s information USA and Canada are

multi-cultural and multi-religious countries. By

aEEse I

their constitution everybody has their right to
exercise own culture and religion.

Let me come back to original discussion, my
multi-national and multi-language daily life. When I
wake up I take my first lungful breath of
“Canadian” fresh air in my “Bangla” style
backyard garden. I exchange my greetings with
my wife in “Bengali” when she joins with me.
Then I go to my “Italian” style washroom by
default. I pray my morning prayer (irregular) in
“Arabic” . After that I take my “English” style
breakfast to save time. Then I ignite my
“Japanese” car and press gas pedal by playing
“Indian & Bengali” music. Most of the readers
may think how international their lifestyle is
which they do not recognize at all. After finishing
my morning life in “Canada” , within few minutes
I face the “American” customs & cross the
US-CAN border. The American customs ask me
the same boring questions every day.

I would like to share one experience with the
readers. Before and early in 2000 we used to stay
in Windsor hotel during the SAE world congress.
It may be in 2001, we had a big group; colleagues
from Japan, Finland, Switzerland, UK, and off
course me from Bangladesh, were travelling by a
big van. When we were coming back to Canada
after midnight, looking at different color passports,
the custom officer asked us how we knew each
other. As usual we knew each other due to
professional reason and I realized there is no
border, no religion, no language, and no culture.
All people have the same culture and same
religion that is humanity; we are the same human
being. We live in the same country, the planet
earth. The next question was if we had any
weapons. One of colleague answered “Yes™ |,
because of mid-night and jet lag. The custom
officer laughed at us because he knew that we had
nothing. These are example of questions normally
I face still now. I am planning to record all
answers in my phone and play before I am asked.



Due to nature of my work I have to speak with
people from different language and culture such as
American, Canadian, Japanese, Korean, Indian, and
many others every day. Sometimes I fall in
embarrassing situation when I mix up one with
other culture and language. I learnt how to rescue
myself when I fall in that situation.

On the way back to home I face the “Canadian”
customs asking me few questions in “French” .1
reply both in “English & French” . I learnt few
“French” words just necessary for daily-life from
my kids who actually learnt it in school. For reads
information my kids also have multi-language
proficiency like me (except Hindi and Urdu). They
have better proficiency than me in some
languages.

After crossing the border, some of our university
alumni members meet at “Canadian” famous
coffee shop “Tim Horton" . After having coffee and
gossip, I go back to home and take “Bengali”
dinner with family. We have three fantastic
“Chinese” neighbors surrounding my house. One
of them speak “Mandarin” and two others speak
“Cantonese” . Also one of my Japanese university
friends married to “Korean” living close to us. We
have very frequent get together. Therefore we
have chance to speak some “Korean” too.

Due to faster global information transfer, market
of all kind of products is expanding very fast. As a
result businesses are expanding from domestic to
internal regime. Recently international market
demand for any product increased than domestic
market demands. Most of the companies are
changing their structure and organization
responding to this international market demand.
Due to significant movement of peoples from
many different territories to North America, a
cosmopolitan society is very common. In order to
survive in such cosmopolitan society and work in
multi-cultural industry, multi-cultural education is
very important. Future school education
curriculum should be designed in such a way that
the future generation will grow up with more
International capability.

In conclusion I found there is no border of
thinking and working by the contribution of
technology and requirement of the international
society. Only there is some border for living. The
day is not too far when there will be no border for
living too. Then the word “Think Locally, Work
Globally, Talk Internationally” will be completely
true. I wish I would be the role model for this
forthcoming truth.
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